
30. It is finished. He repeats the same word which he had lately employed, [181] Now this word, which
Christ employs, well deserves our attention; for it shows that the whole accomplishment of our
salvation, and all the parts of it, are contained in his death. We have already stated that his resurrection
is not separated from his death, but Christ only intends to keep our faith fixed on himself alone, and not
to allow it to turn aside in any direction whatever. The meaning, therefore, is, that every thing which
contributes to the salvation of men is to be found in Christ, and ought not to be sought anywhere else;
or -- which amounts to the same thing -- that the perfection of salvation is contained in him.

There is also an implied contrast; for Christ contrasts his death with the ancient sacrifices and with all
the figures; as if he had said," Of all that was practiced under the Law, there was nothing that had any
power in itself to make atonement for sins, to appease the wrath of God, and to obtain justification; but
now the true salvation is exhibited and manifested to the world." On this doctrine depends the abolition
of all the ceremonies of the Law; for it would be absurd to follow shadows, since we have the body in
Christ.

If we give our assent to this word which Christ pronounced, we ought to be satisfied with his death
alone for salvation, and we are not at liberty to apply for assistance in any other quarter; for he who
was sent by the Heavenly Father to obtain for us a full acquittal, and to accomplish our redemption,
knew well what belonged to his office, and did not fail in what he knew to be demanded of him. It was
chiefly for the purpose of giving peace and tranquillity to our consciences that he pronounced this
word, It is finished. Let us stop here, therefore, if we do not choose to be deprived of the salvation which
he has procured for us. [182]

But the whole religion of Popery tends to lead men to contrive for themselves innumerable methods of
seeking salvation; and hence we infer, that it is full to overflowing with abominable sacrileges. More
especially, this word of Christ condemns the abomination of the Mass. All the sacrifices of the Law
must have ceased, for the salvation of men has been completed by the one sacrifice of the death of
Christ. What right, then, have the Papists, or what plausible excuse can they assign for saying, that they
are authorised to prepare a new sacrifice, to reconcile God to men? They reply that it is not a new
sacrifice, but the very sacrifice which Christ offered. But this is easily refuted; for, in the first place, they
have no command to offer it; and, secondly, Christ, having once accomplished, by a single oblation, all
that was necessary to be done, declares, from the cross, that all is finished. They are worse than
forgers, therefore, for they wickedly corrupt and falsify the testament sealed by the precious blood of
the Son of God.

He yielded up his breath. All the Evangelists take great care to mention the death of Christ, and most
properly; for we obtain from it our confident hope of life, and we likewise obtain from it a fearless
triumph over death, because the Son of God has endured it in our room, and, in his contest with it, has
been victorious. But we must attend to the phraseology which John employs, and which teaches us,
that all believers, who die with Christ, peacefully commit their souls to the guardianship of God, who is
faithful, and will not suffer to perish what he hath undertaken to preserve. The children of God, as well
as the reprobate, die; but there is this difference between them, that the reprobate give up the soul,
without knowing where it goes, or what becomes of it; [183] while the children of God commit it, as a
precious trust, to the protection of God, who will faithfully guard it till the day of the resurrection. The
word breath is manifestly used here to denote the immortal soul.
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